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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report on
Aeronautics and Space
June 26, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during fiscal year 1995, as required
under section 206 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Act of 1958, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and space ac-
tivities involved 14 contributing departments
and agencies of the Federal Government,
and the results of their ongoing research and
development affect the Nation in many ways.

A wide variety of aeronautics and space
developments took place during fiscal year
1995. The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) successfully com-
pleted seven Space Shuttle flights. A Shuttle
program highlight was the docking of the
Shuttle Atlantis with the Russian space sta-
tion Mir.

NASA launched three Expendable Launch
Vehicles (ELV), while the Department of
Defense (DOD) successfully conducted five
ELV launches. These launches included sat-
ellites to study space physics, track Earth’s
weather patterns, and support military com-
munications. In addition, there were 12 com-
mercial launches carried out from Govern-
ment facilities that the Office of Commercial
Space Transportation (OCST), within the
Department of Transportation (DOT), li-
censed and monitored.

NASA continued the search for a more af-
fordable space launch system for the coming
years with its Reusable Launch Vehicle pro-
gram. NASA hopes to develop new kinds of
launch technologies that will enable a private
launch industry to become financially fea-
sible.

In aeronautics, activities included develop-
ment of technologies to improve perform-
ance, increase safety, reduce engine noise,
and assist U.S. industry to be more competi-
tive in the world market. Air traffic control
activities focused on various automation sys-
tems to increase flight safety and enhance
the efficient use of airspace.

Scientists made some dramatic new dis-
coveries in various space-related fields. As-

tronomers gained new insights into the size
and age of our universe in addition to study-
ing our solar system. Earth scientists contin-
ued to study the complex interactions of
physical forces that influence our weather
and environment and reached new conclu-
sions about ozone depletion. Agencies such
as the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), as well as the Departments of Agri-
culture and the Interior, used remote-sens-
ing technologies to better understand terres-
trial changes. Microgravity researchers con-
ducted studies to prepare for the long-dura-
tion stays of humans that are planned for the
upcoming International Space Station.

International cooperation, particularly
with Russia, occurred in a variety of aero-
space areas. In addition to the Shuttle-Mir
docking mission and the Russian partnership
on the International Space Station, U.S. and
Russian personnel also continued close co-
operation on various aeronautics projects.

Thus, fiscal year 1995 was a very successful
one for U.S. aeronautics and space programs.
Efforts in these areas have contributed sig-
nificantly to the Nation’s scientific and tech-
nical knowledge, international cooperation, a
healthier environment, and a more competi-
tive economy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 26, 1996.

Remarks to the Citizens of Perouges,
France
June 27, 1996

Mayor de la Chapelle; Mayor Bussy; Pre-
fect Ritter; to Mr. Mavereaux, the president
of the local veterans association; to Henri
Girousse; to all the World War II veterans
who are here; to members of Parliament; es-
pecially to the children and the teachers of
Perouges and Meximieux; to my fellow
Americans: Let me begin by saying that Hil-
lary and I and our party are very, very pleased
to be here in Perouges today, to be so warmly
welcomed by you, and especially to be here
with all the schoolchildren. Thank you very
much. I would like to say a special word of
thanks to the very large number of members
of Parliament who are here and to the mili-
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